Pediatric living-donor liver transplantation.
Living-donor liver transplantation is an important component of all liver transplant programs especially in those that care for the pediatric population. Over the last 30 years, innovations in surgical technique have converted living donation from an experimental procedure to a standard of care. Many of these innovations occurred in countries where culturally, deceased donation is limited leaving no alternatives but living donation. The Organ Transplantation Center at the National Center for Child Health and Development (NCCHD) in Tokyo, Japan, was established in 2005 where we have generated some of those innovations and in so doing, have performed living-donor liver transplantation in over 400 children. Here we review the indications, technical details, and outcomes of that cohort.